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Timeline of the History Plays



Lyly Greene

Peele

Nashe

Kyd

Marlowe

Shakespeare

Early 
1580s

Mid-late 
1580s

Late1580s/
early 1590s

1593 -

Deaths:
Greene 1592
Marlowe 1593

Kyd 1594
Peele 1596

The Elizabethan Stage: 1580s to Shakespeare



Works written or appearing before June 1593
now ascribed to either Marlowe or Shakespeare

Plays
Henry VI
The Comedy of Errors

Titus Andronicus
Richard III
Taming of the Shrew

Tamburlaine
Edward II
Dido Queen of Carthage
Faustus

Jew of Malta
Massacre of Paris
Poetry

Hero and Leander
Various translations from Ovid and others
Venus and Adonis



The Works of Christopher Marlowe

Plays
Dido, Queen of Carthage (with Nashe)
Tamburlaine, Parts 1 and 2

Doctor Faustus
Edward II
The Jew of Malta

The Paris Massacre

Poetry
Hero and Leander

Translation of Ovid's Elegies
Translation of Lucan



Life of Christopher Marlowe

● Born 1564
● Obtains MA Cambridge 1587 (but 
does not attend classes, due to some 

kind of secret work for government)
● Arrested in knife-fight, London, 
1589

● Writing in a chamber with Kyd, 1591
● Arrested for counterfeiting coinage, 
Netherlands 1592
● Dies from a dagger in the eye after 

a fight breaks out over the 
“reckoning”, Mrs Bull's House, 
Deptford, May 30, 1593



The Medenhall Test







Timeline of Events up to the
Appearance of the DCL

February 1593 Bacon’s speech to Parliament

March 1, 1593: Bill for the control of merchant strangers introduced into 
Parliament: rejected by House 

of Lords.

April 16 1593 Letter from Privy Council to London Lord Mayor 

regarding several “lewde tickets” posted 

publicly

April 18 1593 Venus and Adonis entered in Stationers Register

April 22 1593 Second Letter from Privy Council re “certain libels 

recently published”

May 5 1593 Dutch Churchyard Libel nailed to the wall



The First Edict of the Privy Council

Mondaie in Easter Hollydaies

16o Aprilis, 1593
These letters following were signed apart this presente day

at the Court at St. James', by the

Lord Archbishop.               Lord Admirall.
Lord Keeper.             Lord Chamberlaine.
Lord Treasurer.            Sir Roberte Cecill.
Earl of Essex.                 Sir John Wolley.

Sir John Fortescue.

. . . A letter to the Lord Maiour of London. Whereas there was a lewde and vyle ticket or 
placarde set up upon some post in London purportinge some determynacion and 
intencion that the apprentyces should have to attempt some vyolence on the 
strangers, and your Lordship as we understande hath by your carefull endevour apprehended 
one that is to be suspected and thought likelie to have written the same. Because oftentymes it 
doth fall out of soche lewde beginninges that further mischeife doth ensue yf in tyme it be not 
wyselie prevented, wee have thought good to praie your Lordship to cause the person by you 
apprehended and committed upon suspition to have written that libell to be strictlie and very 
carefullie examined of his meaninge and purpose to make that writinge, who were any 
waie privie to the same and did give him advice or incouragement, and what he is hable 
to discover of that facte, and yf there shalbe pregnant matter to argue him to be guiltie of the 
writinge of the saide placarde, and yet he will not by faire meanes be broughte to utter his 
knowledge, wee thincke it convenient he shalbe punyshed by torture used in like cases and so 
compelled to reveale the same. Wee trust you are so carefull in the government of the citty as 
yf some lewde persons had soche wicked purpose to attempt any thinge againste strangers that 
by your carefull forsighte the same shalbe prevented. And herein we praie you to certefie us 
what you shall further understande and learne by th'examinacion of this lewde fellow or by anie 
other meanes.



The Second Edict of the Privy Council

Forenoone on Sondaie. At the Court at Whitehall,
xxij Aprilis, 1593

Present:

Lord Archbishop.                    Lord Cobham.
Lord Keeper.                          Mr. Treasorer.

Earl of Derby.                      Sir Robert Cecill.
Lord Admyrall.                    Sir John Wolley.

Lord Chamberlaine.          Sir John Fortescue.

. . . A letter to Mr. Doctor Cæsar, one of the Masters of the Requestes, Sir Henry Killigrewe, Sir Thomas Wilkes, knightes, 
William Waad and Thomas Phillippes, esquiours. The Quene's Majestie havinge bin made acquainted with certaine libelles 
latelie published by some disordered and factious persons in and about the cittie of London, shewinge an 
intente in the artyficers and others who holde themselves prejudiced in theire trades by strangers to use some course of 
vyolence to remove the saide strangers or by way of tumulte to suppresse them, a matter very dangerous and with all 
deligence to be prevented. Her Majestie therefore, out of her princely care to remove a myschiefe of that qualitie, hath made
choice of you to examine by secrete meanes who maie be authors of the saide libelles, and by your industries to dyscover 
what the intencions are of the publishers thereof. For which purpose you maie by authoritie hereof call unto you soche 
persons as you shall thincke fittand maie in likelihoode be hable to give you lighte in this cause, as namely any stranger within 
the citty of London or other at your discrecions, and by soche good, secrete and due meanes as you maie to finde 
out the authors, favorers and abettors of the libells and libellours, and to dyscover theire intencions and 
purposes, wherewith you shall ymediatlie acquainte us, that order maie be taken to prevent all inconvenyence likelie to 
growe thereof. Herein you are to use you uttermost endevours, accordinge to the truste in this case reposed in you.



The Dutch Churchyard Libel
May 5, 1593

A Libell, fixte vpon the French Church Wall,
in London. Anno 1593o

Ye strangers yt doe inhabite in this lande
Note this same writing doe it vnderstand
Conceit it well for savegard of your lyves

Your goods, your children, & your dearest wives

.......

(rest of poem apparently lost...)



Timeline of Events from the
Appearance of the DCL to the
Death of Christopher Marley

May 5 1593 Dutch Churchyard Libel nailed to the wall

May 11 1593: Third letter from the Privy Council regarding the 
DCL libel which “does exceed all the rest.”

May 12 1593 Thomas Kyd in custody, having been arrested and 

his premises searched the night 

previous

May 17 1593 Marlowe arrest ordered

May 20 1593 Marlowe appearance before the Privy Council

May 30 1593 Death of Christopher Marlowe



Third Edict of the Privy Council

At the Starr Chamber, on Friday, being the
11th of May, 1593

Present:

Lord Archbishop.                    Earl of Derby.
Lord Keeper.                      Lord Buckhurst.
Lord Threasurer.                Sir Robert Cecill.

Sir John Fortescue.

A letter to Sir R. Martin, Anthonie Ashley, Mr. Alderman Buckle,&c. There have bin of late divers 
lewd and malicious libells set up within the citie of London, among the which there is some set 
uppon the wal of the Dutch churchyard that doth excead the rest in lewdnes, and for the 
discoverie of the author and publisher thereof her Majestie's pleasure is that some 
extraordinarie paines and care be taken by the Comissioners appointed by the Lord 
Maiour for th'examining such persons as maie be in this case anle waie suspected. Theis 
shalbe therfore to require and aucthorize you to make search and aprehend everie person so to be 
suspected, and for that purpoze to enter into al houses and places where anie such maie be 
remayning, and upon their aprehencion to make like search in anie the chambers, studies, 
chestes or other like places for al manner of writings or papers that may geve you light 
for the discoverie of the libellers. And after you shal have examined the persons, if you shal 
finde them dulie to be suspected and they shal refuze to confesse the truth, you shal by aucthoritie 
hereof put them to the torture in Bridewel, and by th'extremitie thereof, to be used at such 
times and as often as you shal thinck fit, draw them to discover their knowledge concerning 
the said libells. We praie you herein to use your uttermost travel and endevour, to th'end the 
aucthor of these seditious libells maie be known and they punished acording to their desertes, and 
this shallbe your sufficient warraunt. So, &c.



The Dutch Churchyard Libel Revisited:
In 1971 the Complete Poem was found!!

A Libell, fixte vpon the French Church Wall, in London. Anno 1593o

Ye strangers yt doe inhabite in this lande
Note this same writing doe it vnderstand

Conceit it well for savegard of your lyves
Your goods, your children, & your dearest wives

Your Machiavellian Marchant spoyles the state,

Your vsery doth leave vs all for deade
Your Artifex, & craftesman works our fate,

And like the Jewes, you eate us vp as bread
…

That wound their Countries brest, for lucres sake
And wrong our gracious Queene & Subiects good

By letting strangers make our harts to ake

For which our swords are whet, to shedd their blood
And for a truth let it be vnderstoode/

Fly, Flye, & never returne.

per. Tamberlaine



Tamburlaine: The Title Page





Thomas Kyd's Two Letters to
Lord Puckering and the Privy Council





The Crucial Sentence in Kyd's First Letter

My first acquaintance with this Marlowe, rose vpon his 
bearing name to serve my Lord: although his Lordship 
never knew his service but in writing for his plaiers.



Who is the unnamed Lord?

There were only eleven “lords” with theatrical troupes.

The  suggested candidates amongst these have been:

Lord Strange: Ferdinando Stanley,

son of 4th Earl of Derby

Robert Radcliff: Son of Earl of Sussex

Henry Radcliffe: Earl of Sussex



Vyper parallel

For doubtles even then your Lps shalbe sure to breake
(illegible) their lewde designes and see into the truthe, 
when but their lyues that herein haue accused me shal 

be examined & rypped vp effectually, soe maie I 
chaunce with Paul to liue & shake the vyper of my 
hand into the fire for which the ignorant suspect me 

guiltie of the former shipwrack.
- from Kyd first letter

and all the conspirator's part played to the uttermost 
line and tittle; there rested only God's part; for so it 
was that her Majesty's going abroad held; and as the 

viper was upon St. Paul's hand and shaked off 
without hurt,
- from letter written by Bacon, (according to 

Spedding), and dated to 1595/96



Tamburlaine: The Title Page



Tamburlaine: First Page of the Play



The Two Versions of Ovid's Elegy XV





BOOK 1, ELEGY 15

Ad invidos, quod fama poetarum sit perennis

(To the envious, that the fame of poets lasts forever)

Envy, why carp'st thou my time's spent so ill,

And term'st my works fruits of an idle quill?
Or that unlike the line from whence I sprung,
War's dusty honours are refus'd being young,
Nor that I study not the brawling laws,

Nor set my voice to sale in every cause?
Thy scope is mortal, mine eternal fame,
That all the world may ever chant my name.

Homer shall live while Tenedos stands and Ide,
Or into sea swift Simois doth slide.
Ascreus lives, while grapes with new wine swell,
Or men with crooked sickles come down fell.

The world shall of Callimachus ever speak,
His art excell'd, although his wit was weak.
For ever lasts high Sophocles' proud vain,

With sun and moon Aratus shall remain.
While bondmen cheat, fathers be hard, bawds whorish,
And strumpets flatter, shall Menander flourish.



Rude Ennius, and Plautus full of wit,
Are both in Fame's eternal legend writ.
What age of Varro's name shall not be told,

And Jason's Argos, and the fleece of gold?
Lofty Lucretius shall live that hour,
That Nature shall dissolve this earthly bower.

Aeneas war, and Titerus shall be read,
While Rome of all the conquer'd world is head.
Till Cupid's bow, and flery shafts be broken,
Thy verses sweet Tibullus shall be spoken.

And Gallus shall be known from East to West,
So shall Licoris whom he loved best:
Therefore when flint and iron wear away,

Verse is immortal, and shall ne'er decay.
Let kings give place to verse, and kingly shows,
And banks o'er which gold-bearing Tagus flows.
Let base-conceited wits admire vilde things,

Fair Phoebus lead me to the Muses' springs.
About my head be quivering myrtle wound,
And in sad lovers' heads let me be found.

The living, not the dead, can envy bite,
For after death all men receive their right:
Then though death rakes my bones in funeral fire,

I'll live, and as he pulls me down, mount higher.



Ben Jonson's Poetaster, or,
The Arraignment (1601)









Venus and Adonis





Northumberland Manuscript











In heling



Timeline of the History Plays





You tell me that you are going to Cambridge, and that the
ends of your going are to get a scholar to your liking to
live with you, and two or three others to remain in the

University and gather for you ; and you require my opinion
what instruction you shall give these gatherers..
....

But you will say I exceed my commission; for instead of
advice I do dehort. I do confess I would have you gather
the chiefest things and out of the chiefest books yourself,
and to use your other collectors in gathering arguments

and examples to prove or illustrate any particular position
or question. For they should like labourers bring stone,
timber, mortar, and other necessaries to your building. But

you should put them together and be the master-workman
yourself; and instruction is easilier given and will be better
followed in one point than in many.

Bacon on how to write:





"He who hath filled up all numbers and performed that 
in our tongue which may be compared or preferred to 
insolent Greece and haughty Rome.”

- Ben Jonson; Discoveries (1641)



“What is there yet in a sonne? He must be fed
Be taught to go and speak. Or yet?
Why not a man love a calfe as well?

Or melt in passion like a frisking kid
for a son? Methinks a young bacon
Or a fine little smooth horse-cart

Should move a man as much as doth a sonne.

Additions by Ben Jonson to The Spanish 
Tragedy by “Thomas Kyd”



Ben Jonson on Bacon

"I have and do reverence him for the greatness that was only proper to 
himself, in that he seemed to me ever, by his works, one of the greatest 
men, and most worthy of admiration that has been in many Ages."

....

There happened in my time one noble speaker who was full of gravity in 
his speaking; his language, where he could spare or pass by a jest, was 
nobly censorious.No man ever spake more neatly, more presly, more 
weightily, or suffered less emptiness, less idleness, in what he uttered. 
No member of his speech but consisted of his own graces. His hearers 
could not cough, or look aside from him, without loss. He commanded 
where he spoke, and had his judges angry and pleased at his devotion. 
No man had their affections more in his power. The fear of every man 
that heard him was lest he should make an end.

.......................

...so that he may be named as the mark and acme of our 
language."



Rawlegh on Bacon and knowledge

I have been enduced to think; that if there were a 
beam of knowledge dervied from God upon any man in 
these Modern times, it was upon him.  For though he 

was a great reader of books, yet he had not his 
Knowledge from books, but from some grounds and 
notions within himself.



Bacon on Bacon

"To speak the truth of myself, I have often wittingly 
and willingly neglected the glory of my own name 
and learning (if any such thing be) both in the works 

I now publish, and in those I contrive for hereafter, 
whilst I study to advance the good and profit of 
mankind."



When you have eliminated

the impossible, whatever remains,

however improbable,

must be the truth.

- Sherlock Holmes
(Sir Arthur Conan Doyle)
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